Evaluation of the addition to corticoids of a growth factor (vasopressin) in the palliative therapy of malignant brain tumours.
Changes in the clinical condition, CT scans and MRIs of patients with recurrent or inoperable astrocytomas and brain metastasis have been observed following treatment with a combination of vasopressin and corticoids. These changes have not been reported with corticoids alone--at least not over the short time reported for this therapy. Ten cases of grade II astrocytomas, seven cases of grade III or IV astrocytomas and six cases of metastasis of bronchial or breast origin were studied. To explain the results, it is proposed that vasopressin delays the 'escape' from the effects of corticoids alone and some facts and theories are recalled to help the reader understand the reasoning behind this explanation.